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it to the -cowherd boy. But Lc and behold however hard the
retinue tried, they could collect butter only to fill 999 vessels.
They could not find butter for completing the promised thousand
vessels. Even at that stage, the king had an evil thought in
his mind. He felt that when he was giving thousand vessels,
if one vessel contained mere water, it would not be noticed by
the cowherd. He therefore filled up one vessel with mere water
and gave the thousand vessels to the cowherd boy. The Lord
decided to teach a lesson to the king. When the vessels were
placed before him, the cowherd chose to open only that vessel
which was filled up with water by the king. But it was the king
who was in for surprise as when that vessel was opened, it was
not filled with water but was filled with butter. The cowherd
boy went on to open the other vessels. They were all filled with
water and not butter. The king realised that the cowherd boy
was not an ordinary child. He realised also the serious mistake
which he had committed. He fell at the feet of the cowherd
and sought forgiveness. The Lord along with Goddess Lakishmi
appeared before Uparisaravasu, in all His glory. The king then
told the God that while he was only a king among the mortals,
Perumal was the king among the devas. It is said that this was
the reason for the Perumal here being known as Devadi Raja.
As requested by Uparisaravasu, the Perumal continued to stay
at Therezhundur and give dharshan to the numerous devotees
who throng to that place.
It is rather unusual to see an idol ot a cow and a calf along
with the utsavamurthi vigrahas as in this place. There is a story
connected with this phenomenon. It is believed that once upon
a time, Siva and Vishnu were playing a game of dice. Parvati
was the observer. As is well known, Parvati, besides being the
wife of Siva, is also the sister of Vishnu. The game was won
by Mahavishnu. Siva got angry and felt that the observer had
not been impartial and unbiassed and that she had given the
decision in favour of her brother rather than her husband. In
his anger, he cursed that Parvati should become a cow and roam
about on earth. Even Parvati could not escape the curse of Lord
Siva! Vishnu felt bad as He was the cause of the misfortune
to his sister. He therefore decided to look after Her even when
she was a cow. He also descended to the earth and the cow and